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Out in all weathers - autumn 2016 planting up 120 hanging baskets at our Clarendon base

Our purpose is: ‘To make our  town a cleaner, brighter, more welcoming place for 
residents and visitors, fostering community involvement, civic pride and tourism’

Linlithgow Civic Trust and Burgh Beautiful Linlithgow are both part of Linlithgow Burgh Trust
Linlithgow Burgh Trust is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO)

Scottish Charity Number SC047211



The Royal Burgh of Linlithgow  ‘Is kinde to Straingers’

- Historic town and made a Royal Burgh in 1389;  Birthplace of Mary Queen of Scots in 1542

- Palace ruins and surrounding Peel managed by Historic Environment Scotland

- Past industries from tanning to brewing replaced with micro-systems 

- Railway, nearby motorway and airport make Linlithgow highly accessible

- Vibrant community of clubs, societies, sports

Burgh Beautiful is seeking consideration for the VisitScotland Award for Tourism

Burgh Beautiful Linlithgow

- Established as the environmental initiative of Linlithgow Civic Trust in 2004, now part of Linlithgow Burgh Trust with a 
Committee of up to 16 volunteers  

- Acquired the lease from West Lothian Council for a garden base in the grounds of Clarendon House in 2011

- Membership and informal voice on Community Council, Town Management Group and Community Development 
Trust

- With the support of West Lothian Council and other community organisations, won a number of awards including the 
coveted Rose Bowl in Beautiful Scotland 2013

- West Lothian Council completely ceased involvement in floral displays and high-amenity grass cutting in 2016

- Burgh Beautiful rose to the challenge with a ‘Bye Bye’ campaign. This led to increased sponsorships, fundraising 
and doubling the number of volunteers, allowing the continuation of nearly all the Council’s displays within our town 

 Burgh Beautiful is seeking consideration for the RHS Scotland Award for Overcoming Adversity

Electrification of the railway 2017

Old and new to 
welcome folk at 

the Low Port

Some of the beds taken over from West Lothian Council in 2016

at West Port and
Learmonth Gardens 



A. Horticultural Achievement
   - 120 hanging baskets for year-round display
    - 16 planters at entrances to the town, all replaced or first provided in 2017
    - 73 other tubs and barrels, nearly all planted throughout year; 27 ‘imported’ from the Council
    - 35 beds of mixed shrubs, perennials and annuals; annuals in town centre beds all year; 16 ex Council
    - Colour themes in winter/spring are predominantly yellow, and in summer red, pink, purples and blue
    -   Innovative approach to the design of bedding displays with more adventurous selections of summer
        and permanent plants

A1. Impact

Winter / Spring 2017

Provost Road 

Heather Bed 

Tulips at Low Port 

and

  Bellis at  the Vennel 

One of 16 beds and 
27 planters taken 
over from West 
Lothian Council

River of Flowers 
display  telling of 
polluted rivers being 
cleaned up by local 
groups over 
decades to now 
providng fresh water 
good enough for 
trout fry! 

Summer 2016

Transition Linlithgow 
bed at the Vennel
- Healthy Eating,
  Healthy Planet

Learmonth
Gardens
- with new paving 
and planting

Serpentine bed

Low Port
Centre



A.2 Horticultural Practice

- Nearly all planting & maintenance done by Burgh Beautiful volunteers, including planting of all hanging baskets

- Subcontract watering with feed for baskets and key beds, some annual planting and contextual grass cutting

- Autumn and winter maintenance of most displays, therefore year round colour Appendices 1 & 2

- Total number plants purchased for winter 2016/17  - 7,008; and  for summer 2017  - 18,456; total  - 25,464  

- Reducing annual content of beds taken over from West Lothian Council in order to be more sustainable

- Long-term plan is to reduce demand on labour and make beds even more environmentally friendly, consistent with
  the wishes of townspeople and sponsors for colourful displays

A.3 Residential and Community Gardening 

  

Summer 
and spring 
at the Spar 

bed, 
Springfield

2016/17

Redoing the Provost Road bed, 
improving soil ready for mixed planting
Spring 2017 

Emptying baskets at 
Clarendon, preparing for new 
wicks and peat-free compost 
June 2016

Spring 
primulas to 
be planted 

up for future 
use

Tommy Peake’s Alstromeria 

Mr Common’s looked after by BB 
volunteer

Dianne Lamont’s

Audrey Simpson’s

Around the Water Yett 
Eileen Murray’s garden

Judging at 
Oakwell 
Allotments

Bridgend 
Primary School 

eco-garden

Pentland Plants, for many years the 
successful provider



A.4 Business Areas and Premises 

- High Street shops and some businesses with window boxes and tubs outside, and range of plantings

- Involvement by New Hopetoun Gardens and Binny Plants; extensive planting at Oracle, much wildlife friendly 

- Railway Station with new barrels & banners to complement children’s floral tiles and railing mounted planters

- Some shop windows carrying knitted flower pots or bees, done by the knitters at St Michael’s Parish Church in
  support of Beautiful Scotland’s theme

- Library entrance windows displaying anti-litter campaign posters from Linlithgow Schools

A.5 Green Spaces

At the Regent Centre with Tesco 
staff keen to be involved

Three banners 
completed by the 
Embroiderers Guild and 
ready to hang in the 
station stairwell 

Perennial bed 
and cherry tree at 

Braehead, 
summer 2016 

and spring 2017

Sponsorship plaques by the Star 
and Garter Hotel

Fruit trees by the Loch, 
planted by Transition 

Linlithgow

Wildflowers at the cycle 
ramp by the Union Canal 
         Appendix 8

Binny 
Plants 
bed by 

Katie 
Wearie’s 

statue

Masses of bulbs bloom 
by the Loch, The Peel, 

along the canal, verges 
and town entrances

Overflowing 
barrels at the 
Star & Garter

Hotel

Rosemount Park

Ellie’s Cellar



B. Environmental Responsibility 

B.1 Conservation and Biodiversity

- Establishing nature conservation and wildlife areas – Doomsdale, Cycle Ramp, Boghall Pathway, Learmonth Gardens
  (north, lower section)

- Varied habitats around Linlithgow Loch (SSSI) managed with statutory and volunteer help

- The Canal and River Avon and their banks provide corridors for wildlife

- Transition Linlithgow has planted 3 public orchards in town

B.2 Resource Management

- Establishing an appropriate balance between permanent and annual planting

- Council statistics suggest that Linlithgow has regularly recycled at almost double Scotland’s
  average rate

B.3 Local Heritage

1. Heritage Trails fully described in Linlithgow Visitor Guide of which 20,000 copies are printed and distributed 
annually; the trails include specially commissioned markers at points of interest and several interpretation boards

2. Perambulation of the Marches event (below) and accompanying leaflet encourage exploration of local heritage

3. Floral Trails booklet 2017 encourages appreciation of local environment and efforts of Burgh Beautiful and others

4. Heritage publications on the history of the Royal Burgh. Street names, walks etc Appendix 3

5. Flower beds in Learmonth Gardens replanted to increase variety and reduce labour when taken over from WLC; 
used Clarendon compost to enrich these ex-Council beds; Interpretation Board by the Ross Doocot Appendix 8

6. Battle of Linlithgow Bridge commemorated with a garden designed and maintained by BB members (below)

7. The Physic Garden at the Health Centre, designed and maintained by BB member, with water colour paintings of 
the plants in the entrance 

Wildlife friendly planting by New 
Hopetoun Garden

Neglected Council plantings 
brought about the start of a nature 
friendly project with locals along 
Boghall Pathway

Tadpoles at the Water Yett

Recycling compost at 
Clarendon where bulbs 
are also dried for recycling

Promoting peat-free 
compost at LADAS 
Seed Potato Day 

Scouts filling baskets with peat-free 
compost – note protective gloves

The Apothecary’s rose
in The Physic Garden
by the Health Centre

Appendix 8

Quality cutting by 
sub-contractor

Many signs by 
drains 

throughout 



B4. Local Environmental  

- Anti-litter campaign and annual spring cleans supported by many organisations and done regularly by volunteers 

- Continuing pressures to engagege with owners of vacant premises, and on McCarthy & Stone re High Street frontage 

- Active involvement in Trust relating to redevelopment of derelict Victoria Halls site

B5. Pride of Place

- Coordinated programme of several environmental projects 2010-17, 
including 19 new  planters at The Cross and town entrances, along with 
heritage lamp posts, litter bins, bollards, seats, finger posts and street name 
plates

Mains Burn 
cleaned 
annually by 
Linlithgow 
Angling Club

Fore-
runner 
poster by 
primary 
school 
pupil for 
Burgh 
Beautiful’s 
anti-litter 
campaign 
and 
competition

New hard landscaping and furniture at Low Port

New planters for Templars Court for 2016-17 
add to existing displays at the Cross

Katie Wearie’s 
statue by Tim 
Chalk, beside the 
Binny bed, West 
Port

Survival of fine cherry trees in Braehead, vigorously 
defended, leading to stay of execution and wider 
consultation in April 2017 

Clarendon’s original  gateway 
dating from late 19th Century

Beavers litter picking

Doomsdale annual winter clean up 
where nine bird boxes have been put up

Train and new barrels 
with mixed planting 

at the  Station 



C. Community Participation

C1. Development and Continuity

-  West Lothian Council cut-backs in 2016 presented challenges: additional sponsorships from local businesses and the
   community mean that our activities are likely to be fully funded for the foreseeable future Appendix 4

-  Clarendon base provides an excellent resource for the development of the group’s activities Appendix 2

-  Hit-squad days have been set up for once a month, with good attendance, thereby encouraging team work

-  Volunteers have doubled to 96

C2. Communication and Education

-  There is an active Facebook page and website

-  Many articles have appeared in the Gazette, Black Bitch magazine & Linlithgow Civic Trust Newsletter    Appendix 5

-  All primary schools have received ‘Green Play’ awards and are active in creating wildlife friendly gardens

-  Linlithgow Academy pupils help withn the garden at Annet House Museum

-  The new Floral Trails leaflet encourages exploration

-  Volunteers respond to invitations to speak to other groups, and judge at the Allotments

   St Michael’s Well:
a visiting class has a 

history lesson;

another learns about 
healthy eating and a 
healthy planet at the 
Transition Linlithgow 

Vennel bed 2016

Work at Clarendon

Hit Squad at the Water Yett

Presentations and interactive 
sessions have been held by 
BB members in all primary 
schools

Burgh Beautiful banners 
are on display in both the 
Library and the Burgh Halls

Many volunteers wear  
green tabards and get 

engaged in conversation 
with passers-by

Linlithgow Union Canal Society 

Planting at Serpentine Bed



C4. Year-round Involvment

- The calendar of events fills the year with horticultural activities, fund-raising and monthly meetings      Appendix 7

- In particular, we plant and maintian most displays throughout the year, including hanging baskets, planters and beds

C5. Funding and Support see page 9

-  Sponsorships from individuals, businesses and organisations  (2016-17: £11,360) 

-  Financial support for revenue costs  from Town Centre Business Improvement
   District with grants for capital purchase from Town Management Group 

-  Tesco Bags of Help:  £2,000 award in 2017 to make paths safe at Clarendon

-  Donations and legacies are encouraged 

-  Gift Aid can now be sought following obtaining charitable status

-  Fundraising events including Advent Fayre (raffle, holly balls etc), plant and seed
   sales, open garden events, can collections, bag packing, and a coffee morning
   organised by Tesco

First Adeventures Nursery 
participates in Inviting Gardens 2016

Grew, made and now selling dried 
flower arrangements at the 

Advent Fayre 2016
Bag packing at Tesco 2015 with another 
day being held on 26 August 2017

C3. Community Involvement

-  At least 20 organisations are involved with Burgh Beautiful  Appendix 6

-  First Step has recently started preparing a vegetable patch in St Ninians Craigmailen Church 

-  St Michael’s Parish Church knitters have entered the spirit of Beautiful Scotland’s theme - ‘birds, bees and trees’ -
   with displays for shop windows

-  Rotary Clubs of Linlithgow Grange and Linlithgow & Bo’ness either sponsor beds or maintain their own displays

Fundraising Events

120 new baskets for 2016/17 
funded by Town Management 
Group

Linlithgow 
Guides have 
looked after the 
all-year-round 
planters outside 
Timpsons

Rotary bed at Low PortCommunity Council bed

Plant Sale 2017
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Plans for the future

Activities
  -   Maintaining and increasing number of volunteers through recruitment and enthusiasm
  -   Continuing to develop contact and collaboration with other groups, from the young to the old
  -   Sustaining the number of baskets, beds, barrels and tubs but where necessary and desirable, 

widening the range of plantings to reduce maintenance and costs
 -    Continuing to consider new and innovative floral displays
 -    Developing programme of workshops for volunteers and wider public once paths at Clarendon 

have been made safe; aim to raise funds for this specific project through the Tesco Bags of 
Help scheme

  -   Building on established links with six primary schools
  -   Developing areas of neglected urban land for wild life such as along the Boghall Pathway
  -   Maintaining pressure to upgrade the Station Road area and vacant premises in town
  -   Promote public art feature in town centre

Finance
  -   Setting annual budget for approval by trustees with quarterly subsections for guidance
  -   Fundraising through can collections facilitated through being a charity
  -   Inviting Gift Aid declarations and legacies
  -   Imaginative fund raising (and awareness raising) initiatives within the community

Structure
  -   Establishing new committee structure on becoming a SCIO in April 2017; identify designated 

responsibilities for committee members in keeping with Policy and Procedures as laid down by 
Linlithgow Burgh Trust 

  -   Retaining open meetings similar to current Steering Group monthly meetings



Burgh Beautiful Linlithgow

APPENDICES TO JUDGES’ PORTFOLIO
July 2017

APPENDIX 1
Horticultural Practice   -  A2
Burgh Beautiful Summer Annuals Table 2017, showing where, and by which volunteer, annuals are planted 
throughout the town.  Displays taken over from West Lothian Council are shaded in light green.

APPENDIX 2
Horticultural Practice A2 and Resource Management  B2
Clarendon’s Story

APPENDIX 3
Local Heritage  -  B3
The following booklets are available:
Linlithgow Visitor Guide - the heritage trail and the section relating to the Perambulation of the Marches were 
prepared by members of Linlithgow Civic Trust/Burgh Beautiful and the whole was produced in conjunction with 
the Pride & Passion Linlithgow, the Linlithgow Central Area Business Improvement District, the Community 
Council and other local organisations.
Perambulation of the Marches 
Floral Trails published in June 2017 
Linlithgow – Architecture and History of a Scottish Royal Burgh – a more comprehensive guide to Linlithgow’s 
heritage produced by members of Linlithgow Civic Trust/Burgh Beautiful.

APPENDIX 4
Development and Continuity  -  C1
List of sponsors of Burgh Beautiful Linlithgow

APPENDIX 5
Communication and Education  -  C2
Compilation of publicity material from 2016-17, mainly reports from the Linlithgow Gazette, Linlithgow Civic Trust 
Newsletter and the Linlithgow community magazine The Black Bitch
Examples available on display

APPENDIX 6
Community Involvement  -  C3
List of local organisations involved with Burgh Beautiful Linlithgow

APPENDIX 7
Year-round Involvement  -  C4
Calendar of horticultural activities, litter picks, fundraising and meetings

APPENDIX 8
Management Plans for the following floral displays or landscape features:

The Physic Garden by the Health Centre
Wildflower area at the cycle ramp between Linlithgow Leisure Centre and Union Canal
Learmonth Gardens
Highfield Corner bed

















Articles in the Press since from March 2016 – May 2017            Appendix 5

 Communication & Education  C2

Date          Source Title

March 2016 LTC Magazine Review of previous year, Advent Fayre, School visits, Mosaic 

28 April Journal & Gazette Litter Pick, incl Fishermen and Beavers

Spring 2016 Black Bitch Keeping Linlithgow Floral

6 May J & G “We Blooming Did It” - Bye Bye Campaign Follow-up

3 June J & G Floral Displays are now back on track

June 2016 Marches Magazine B.B. continues to flourish & rises to the challenge

3 June J & G A walk through history to kick start the Marches

8 June Black Bitch Perambulation of the Marches

25/26 June Black Bitch Inviting Gardens

25/26 June J & G Volunteers keep Linlithgow Blooming

1 July J & G Letters in paper re past achievements and grass cutting

July 2016 Black Bitch Three Peaks support for Burgh Beautiful

July 2016 LTC Magazine Behind the baskets and the beds

22 July J & G Sport Disability Scotland – Rotary Bed

Sept 2016 J & G Saying it with flowers wins a beautiful prize

21 Oct J & G Greenfingered volunteers needed

Oct 2016 Black Bitch Hasn’t Linlithgow been looking great this summer?

Nov 2016 LCT Magazine News from the Potting Shed

Nov 2016 Black Bitch Blooming “Outstanding”

Nov 2016 J & G Time capsule – people

Jan 2017 Black Bitch Linlithgow Young People Volunteering

March 2017 Black Bitch The Beautiful Burgh of Linlithgow in 2017

April 2017 Black Bitch What about Blooming Litter

April 2017 LCT Newsletter New Barrels – Sponsors Thank You

14 April J & G It’s Blooming Marvellous – Tesco Community – Bags of Help grant

April 2017 J & G Letters to Editor – Tesco thanks – tree vandalism Braehead

28 April J & G Council U-Turn on trees

5 May J & G Blooming Awful – Station upgrade faltering

5 May J & G Concerns on work timetable

12 May J & G Beavers Litter Pick

12 May J & G Scouting for summer planting


















